Diagnosis, treatment and outcome of parathyroid cancer. A report of eight patients.
Eight patients presented parathyroid cancer between 1963 and 1990. There were seven women and one man with a median age of 55.5 years (range 34-81). At admission the median serum calcium concentration was 3.75 mmol/l (range 3.0-5.0), and four patients presented with a hypercalcaemic crisis. Six patients had a pathological bone resorption and five had reduced kidney function or urinary stones. All cases were treated by en bloc resection of the tumour and affected adjacent structures. One patient with a local lymph node metastasis died after seven months, and one in whom it was impossible to remove the tumour died after 14 months. Two patients had recurrences three and nine years after the operation, respectively. The first was treated with mithramycin, but died 33 months later, the other was reoperated on and was still normocalcaemic 2-9 years after diagnosis.